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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont from Page 1





was promised. (Isa. 9:6) At the birth of John the Baptist, his father, speaking of his role as a prophet of the Most High to make ready His ways, said" To give knowledge of salvation unto his people In the remission of their sins, to shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death; To guide our feet into the way of peace". (Luke 1:77; 79) The proclamation of that peace was made at Jesus' birth by the multitude of the Heavenly Host, "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased".(Luke 2:14) The Hebrew word of peace "shalom" is rendered in the Septuagint "soteria" or salvation and it is a peace of salvation that Jesus brought into the world. Often in the Greek it is "reconcile" thus a peace of reconciliation to God that gives hope and comfort to those who obey Him.


(see Rom.5:10; IICor.5:18; Col.1:22)     


      In the Beatitudes, Jesus spoke of the peacemakers being called the children of God, a passage often misunderstood to mean peacemakers among men. What Jesus is saying however, is that those who make peace with God shall be called His children.


     As we worship Him today and every day, we can do so in the comfort and joy of knowing, " the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus". (Phil 4:7) It would lead Paul to say, “nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.".


(Rom 8:39)	


     Are you at peace with God?


		


		Joe Phillips


 











     The Romans considered sports a good source of entertainment while the Greeks saw athletic events as a means of enrichment.  Every Greek boy was enrolled very early in the gymnasium and was expected to learn the basics of running, wrestling, boxing, and swimming.  When the apostle emphasized athletics, he was simply taking advantage of their interests to illustrate his spiritual message.


     A prominent athletic event mentioned in the New Testament is the race, with runners vying to receive the prize.  The first religious "runner" we meet in the New Testament is John the Baptist.  Paul said, "And as John was finishing his course. . ." (Acts 13:25).  We're told that the verb there means "to finish running the race."  Paul used the image of the race to describe his own ministry.  His great desire was to finish his race with joy (Acts 20:24; also Galatians 2:2; Philippians 2:16; 3:12-14).  Paul did finish his race with joy and victory, to the glory of God (2 Timothy 4:7-8).


     When Paul says there, "I have fought a good fight," he is not talking about war or boxing.  He is speaking of the exertion of the runner as he nears the end of the race and sees the goal ahead.  Paul thus reminds Christians that faithful spiritual endeavor is not easy.  It takes courage, strength, and determination to run the Christian race successfully.  Think with me for a moment about what winning athletes do.


     Winning athletes obey the rules of the game.  Paul reminded Timothy that " if anyone competes in athletics, he is not


crowned unless he competes according





race of faith: "Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown."  The Greek winners received only a fading wreath, while the Christian receives a crown of glory that will never fade.


     Winning athletes know how to practice teamwork.  Even a great Christian like Paul did not try to win the prize by himself.  He had a number of cherished associates in the Lord's work who labored with him--Barnabas and Mark, Silas and Timothy, Priscilla and Aquila, Timothy and Titus, and many others.  When Paul urged the believers in Philippi to "strive together for the faith of the gospel" (Philippians 1:27), he was using a sports image for teamwork.  He pictured the local church as a team of athletes, working together to reach their God-given goal.


     Our Lord Jesus Christ is certainly the greatest "runner" of all.  According to Hebrews 12:1-2, He laid aside everything to run the race to the glory of God (Philippians 2:1-11).  He could reach His goal only by dying on a cross, so the race was not an easy one.  He is our example--the One we must follow.


     Winning athletes receive honor.  Each winner in the Greek games not only won honor for himself, but for his home city.  Often the city would build a special gate, and when the hero came home, they would escort him through it with great pomp and ceremony.  Peter may have had this in mind when he wrote, "For so an everlasting entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:11).  The death of faith Christian runners will provide an abundant entrance into our home city.





					





Christians Are Runners in the Race


By Brent Lewis





Wherever the apostle Paul preached, he met people who knew about athletic events of the time and it appears that he took advantage of this knowledge as he went about preaching the word.








to the rules" (2 Timothy 2:5). The Greeks not only had rules for the games, but they also had rules for the contestants as they trained for the games.  If a contestant showed up who had broken training, he was immediately disqualified.  When Paul wrote to Timothy, "I have kept the faith" (2 Timothy 4:7), he meant "I have obeyed the rules."  Paul's concern was always to be faithful, not just successful.


     Winning athletes stick to their calling and seek to do it well.  Paul had this down when he said, "This one thing I do" (Philippians 3:12-14).  Concentration and consecration lead to victory.  In the same passage, he said, "Forgetting those things which are behind."  This is an important part of a race.  You can't successfully run forward if you are looking backward.  


     Winning athletes think about the goal and the prize.  When Mark Spitz in 1972 at Munich became the first athlete in history to win seven gold medals at the Olympic games, it was no accident.  Mark and his father had spent many years together training for that event.  When Mark was just a boy, Arnold Spitz would repeatedly say to him, "How many lanes in the pool, Mark?"  Mark would reply, "Six."  Then Mr. Spitz would ask, "How many lanes win, Mark?"  He would reply, "one."


    Of course, this analogy breaks down somewhere for the Christian.  Every Christian can win the prize!  But Paul does say, "Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize?"  Run in such a way that you may obtain it" (1 Corinthians 9:24). Then he goes on in the next verses to make another contrast between the Greek races and the 








PEACE





Jehovah will give strength unto his people; Jehovah will bless his people with peace. (Ps 29:11)





     What does it mean to be at peace? The concept of peace among most people of the world is an absence of conflict among men and nations. Without question, peace among men and nations is a desirable thing and should be pursued. The purpose of our Lord (the spread of the gospel) is better served when people are at peace. On the other hand it is quite clear from the scripture that God has used the conflict of war, many times, to accomplish His purpose. This was certainly true throughout the history of Israel.


     Over the years, by the precepts of men, Christianity has become identified as a religion of peace among men. I believe that obedience, by all, to the commands of our Lord would bring peace among men. Jesus, however, said to the contrary, "Think not that I came to send peace on the earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.  (Matt 10:34) 


     At this time of year the "Christian denominational world" puts great emphasis on the birth of Jesus. Most are upset at the threat of its identity being lost to political correctness. While we certainly do not recognize the traditional religious ideas related to the birth of Jesus, (the scripture gives no reference to a date) there is much importance to the birth of Jesus. The gospel writers described it in detail and the peace he brought to the world.  But, just what is the peace connected to the coming of the Savior?


     From the sin of Adam, man has been at enmity with God. Under a covenant of Law the Prince of Peace


				Cont. on page 3














FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green  


Tyra Jones; Anna Tramell’s grandmother.


Joe Phillips’ sister-in-law, Mildred Phillips 


Debbie Adams’ mother had surgery last


week and is not doing well. 


George Wilcox’s uncle; Wes and June 


Guyton; Michael Burke’s grandmother


Robin Lynch struggling with pneumonia


Gray Alsup injured her arm 


 Collins Boakye traveling back to Ghana 


to visit his family. 


Expecting mothers, Jenna Adams; 


All of our young people who are at collage; 


Many of our numbers who are traveling and 


Will be traveling for the holidays.








________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Matt Jones


 Song Leader----Ross Statham


Lord's Supper---Perry Betterton


   Asst. 1-----Roger Pink 


   Asst. 2-----Brad Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 4-----Clay Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Tony Waite 


2nd Prayer---


Read Scripture---Garrett Douthitt 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Cecil Douthitt 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Grant Hicks





Special Service


(Sam Adams)





Lord's Supper---Perry Betterton


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---R. Stephenson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Ryan Pink


 Invitation---Grant Hicks


 Closing Prayer---Wallis Hampson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














